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The school year is off to a positive 
start, as Wantagh continues to expand, 
engage and explore student offerings 
that align with the district’s newly 
adopted strategic plan. 

Superintendent of Schools John 
McNamara explained that the 
expansion and implementation of 
educational programs are in alignment 
with the strategic plan’s vision “to 
provide all of our students with an 
exceptional educational experience 
that meets diverse learning needs while 
empowering students to take advantage 
of future educational and career 
opportunities.”  

Examples include the high school’s 
newly implemented Twilight Program 
and the new 6:1:1 (six students, one 
teacher and one aide) special education 
program at Mandalay Elementary 
School. Assistant Superintendent for 
Instruction Dr. Marc Ferris explained 
that the advantage to these programs, 

 

which benefit a 
small percentage 
of students 
with physical, 
cognitive and 
social-emotional 
needs, is that 
they provide a 
more personalized 
school experience.  

“Previously, the 6:1:1 students would 
have been placed out of district, but 
can now work with teachers in their 
home district,” Dr. Ferris explained. 
“Students enrolled in the Twilight 
Program were at risk, because they 
were afraid to come to school or were 
uncomfortable in a regular classroom 
environment. Now these students are 
coming to school and earning high 
school credits.” 

The Advanced Placement Capstone 
program, now in its fourth year, 
continues to flourish. This past May, 
13 graduates from the Class of 2019 
were the first to receive a Capstone 
Diploma for having completed the AP 

Capstone seminar and research courses. 
Additionally, 12 students are set to 
acquire this rigorous diploma in May 
2020, with 24 graduates to receive an 
AP Seminar and Research Certificate.  

The middle school’s new Honors 
Academy is an opportunity for seventh 
grade students to acquire independent 
research skills. Not only will the 
course prepare the students for eighth 
grade English, but it will teach them 
techniques employed in the high school 
science research program and Advanced 
Placement Capstone program.

Read further as “What’s New in 
Wantagh?” highlights some of 
the district’s new programs 
and initiatives. 



•   GoMath!: Now encompasses grades K-7 and 
continues to assist students in thinking more 
mathematically and conceptually. The district is 
focusing on a guided math approach whereby 
students are grouped according to their ability and 
readiness levels, allowing for differentiated learning 
and time for teachers to give attention to students 
based on their skills.

•   Team Teaching: The collaborative team model 
developed in the middle school’s sixth grade 
was expanded to grade 7 this year. Divided into 
teams, students and teachers participate in block 
scheduling with additional learning time for core 
subjects. Additionally, the new program provides 
push-in academic support to differentiate learning 
for all students in the classroom. This results in more 
consistent and transferrable support for students 
while making it possible for students to participate 
in more elective classes at the middle school. 

•    The Reading and Writing Workshop Model: Has 
expanded to seventh grade and now allows for a 
full 60 minutes of instruction with a reading and 
English teacher. Based on personal reading levels, 
students are provided increased book choices 
within each genre that suit their interests. 

•   The Chromebook Initiative: Now encompasses 
grades 6-12 with more than 1,350 Chromebooks 
having been distributed to secondary-level 
students. Elementary school classrooms are 
still equipped with Chromebook carts and 3-4 
permanent Chromebooks in each classroom.   

•   Flexible seating is replacing traditional desks in 
several middle school and Forest Lake Elementary 
School classrooms. An instructional advisory council 
subcommittee will explore flexible seating options 
through visits to area districts and construct a long-
term plan for furnishing classrooms and instructional 
spaces in the future.

•   Open to grades 10-12, new English course Voices 
of the Past is project-based and studies genocide 
and the rise of hate crimes through literature, 
first person narratives, historical accounts and in-
person testimony and the roles and responsibilities 
of individuals, peace-keeping organizations and 
government. Students can also enroll in the new 
Advanced Placement computer science course 
that adds to the already robust AP and technology 
programs. 

•   The new Honors Academy course is a middle 
school elective and is available to seventh grade 
students by teacher recommendation. Students will 
be assigned several research projects and will learn 
primary research skills.     

•   The middle school Modern Food Production lab has 
been expanded. The lab now contains a new algae 
culture station, closed recirculation system to raise 
and breed African Blue Claw lobster and crayfish, 
vertical and Ferris wheel hydroponic spaces to grow 
microgreens, a floating hydroponic raft system and 
a duckweed growing system to feed tilapia.     

•   Fundations, a multisensory approach to 
learn reading and increase fluency, is being 
implemented in grades K-2. Students employ 
sky writing techniques to increase gross motor 
skills, dry erase boards to construct letters and 
magnetic letter tile boards to formulate words. 
The phonetics-based lesson starts with a student 
(drill leader) holding a stuffed owl (Baby Echo) and 
pointing to a letter, which is repeated along with its 
accompanying sound. The teacher holds a stuffed 
owl (Echo) that prompts and engages the students 
throughout the lesson. 

•   The Twilight Program is held after regular school 
hours between 3 p.m. and 6 p.m. at Forest Lake 
Elementary School and services students with 
social-emotional issues and those who do not 
thrive in a standard classroom setting. 

•   The 6:1:1 special education program (six children, 
one teacher, one aide) is housed at Mandalay 
Elementary School and services students who are 
severely disabled. Prior to its being incorporated, 
the district enrolled these students out-of-district, 
instead of in their home school. 
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In addition to new and expanded programs, the district 
announced several administrative changes. 

After a six-year tenure at Forest Lake Elementary School, 
Principal Anthony Ciuffo was appointed principal at Wantagh 
Middle School. Jessica Zimmer, who served as an elementary 
supervisor for five years at Wantagh Elementary School, 
replaced Mr. Ciuffo as principal. 

The district also welcomes three new individuals to the 
Wantagh community. Anthony Cedrone, a Wantagh resident, 
joins the district from the Carle Place Union Free School 
District and now serves as assistant superintendent for business. 

Carol-Ann Winans, formerly from the Lynbrook Union Free 

School District, is the new director of science and technology. 
As a member of the Nassau Section of the Science Teachers 
Association of New York State (STANYS), Ms. Winans serves 
as a STANYS section director, biology and living environment 
subject area representative and as a former member of the Board 
of Directors. 

Finally, Briana DeAngelo James was appointed assistant 
principal of Wantagh Elementary School. Ms. James joins the 
district from North Shore Schools where she previously served 
as a kindergarten, third grade integrated, first grade and co-
teaching classroom teacher, as well as the lead teacher for grades 
3-5 with Teachers College Reading and Writing Project.  
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